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SARAH YOUNG BEAR-BROWN/TTI-KA-MI-GE-A is a mem-
ber of the Sac & Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa—the Meskwaki 
Nation. She currently resides in Tama, Iowa. Sarah is a mother of two 
young children. She went to Iowa School for the Deaf and attended 
United Tribes Technical College in Bismarck, North Dakota. She 
walks in two different worlds, as a Meskwaki and as a Deaf woman. 

JEFF BREMER is Associate Professor of History at Iowa State Uni-
versity. A former K–12 teacher, Bremer helps to coordinate ISU’s his-
tory and social studies education program and teaches courses on 
the early American republic, Iowa history, business history, and so-
cial studies methods. His most recent book A New History of Iowa 
(University of Kansas Press, 2023) was the winner of the 2024 Benja-
min Shambaugh Award for the best book published in Iowa history. 

EMILY BRONSWICK is a Social Studies teacher in the Chicago-
land area and an incoming Master’s student in Illinois State Univer-
sity’s Teaching and Learning program. She holds a BA in History 
and a BA in Social Studies Education from the University of Iowa. 

REBECCA CONARD is Professor of History Emeritus at Middle 
Tennessee State University. A native Iowan, she has published exten-
sively in Iowa history and enjoyed a long professional relationship 
with the State Historical Society of Iowa. Her major publications in 
Iowa history include Places of Quiet Beauty: Parks, Preserves, and Environ-
mentalism (1997), Benjamin Shambaugh and the Intellectual Foundations of 
Public History (2002), and Iowa State Parks: A Century of Stewardship, 
1920–2020 (2020). 



ASHLEY HOWARD is assistant professor of history and African 
American Studies at the University of Iowa. Howard’s work has ap-
peared in Nebraska History, the Middle West Review, Journal of African 
American History, Labor Studies Journal and numerous other popular 
and scholarly outlets.  Her forthcoming book Midwest Unrest: 1960s 
Urban Rebellions and the Black Freedom Movement investigates how 
race, class, gender, and region played critical and overlapping roles 
in defining resistance. 

ANDREW OFFENBURGER is Associate Professor of History at 
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. He is author of Frontiers in the 
Gilded Age (Yale Press, 2019), and is co-editor with Patricia Nelson 
Limerick of a forthcoming collection, Translating Past to Present (Ne-
braska Press, 2025). Offenburger serves on the board of directors for 
the Midwestern History Association and has an ongoing research in-
terest in the history of Storm Lake, Iowa. 

LORI WITT earned her Ph.D. in History from Loyola University 
Chicago, with an emphasis in American cultural history. She has 
been teaching full-time at Central College in Pella, Iowa, since 2003, 
where she teaches courses on U.S. history and American culture. She 
is writing a history of Central College. She has served on the board 
of the State Historical Society of Iowa since 2017 and is currently the 
vice-president of the Board. 


