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Nevertheless, Sduznik’s text offers incredibly valuable insights and 
models for those wanting to challenge white supremacy. Published dur-
ing a time of book bans and history education censorship, the text 
makes plain these policies’ functions. Both white violence and forget-
ting it have far-reaching consequences. Doing so “prevents reconcilia-
tion, healing, and progress” (119). It is in service of this healing and 
reconciliation that Geography of Hate offers its most valuable contribution. 

Speed Capital: Indianapolis Auto Racing and the Making of Modern America, 
by Brian M. Ingrassia. Sport and Society. Urbana: University of Illinois 
Press, 2024. xii, 286 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index. 
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Historian Brian M. Ingrassia’s study of the early years of the Indianap-
olis 500 is a fascinating cultural, technological, biographical, and place-
based examination of one of the most important and understudied 
spectacles in the early twentieth century. Ingrassia’s book uses the site 
of the Indianapolis 500, known as the Brickyard, as a way to study the 
“complex relationships between technology, mobility, and popular cul-
ture” (3). The result is a thoughtful examination of how the race began 
to embed itself into American popular culture. 

Ingrassia’s book contains nine chapters plus an introduction. The 
introduction usefully frames how space, speed, technology, and culture 
came together to create an event synonymous with the Indiana capital. 
The author observes that over time the speedway “became a site for 
nostalgia as much as for technological innovation” (9). 

Ingrassia’s interest and understanding of the culture of the Progres-
sive Era help to establish the strongest components of the book’s analy-
sis. When race enthusiasts constructed the stadium for the race in 1909, 
Ingrassia argues, they were able to harness the international interest in 
motorsports, an interest in good roads, and the fascination with extreme 
speed to achieve a race that was, from its start, international in its out-
look. The author particularly excels in demonstrating how the material 
that came to define the track—bricks—were tied to the neighboring 
town of Veedersburg, Indiana. These bricks, if laid properly, promised 
smoother, and safer roads than available alternatives at the time. As 
they developed more amenities for watching the race, track leaders be-
gan to recognize that the track was not a traditional public park, but 
rather “a privately controlled space primarily for making money” (58). 
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If anything, Ingrassia understates this key point. In ensuing years many 
cities (including Indianapolis) would come to link economic and civic 
development to privately held sports franchises. 

Carl Fisher is by far the most intriguing individual to emerge from 
the pages of Speed Capital. Although Ingrassia acknowledges that he is 
not the first to study the “Hoosier Barnum,” his portrait of the racing 
pioneer is compelling. Born in nearby Greensburg, Indiana, Fisher had 
moved to the state’s capital by his early teens. His quest for extreme 
challenges combined with emerging technologies: whether it was bicy-
cles, automobiles, or aviation, Fisher seems to have thrived at the inter-
section of technology and adrenalin. Perhaps best known for his tireless 
promotion of Miami Beach as a vacation destination, Fisher also had a 
knack for using spectacle to his advantage. Overextended and finan-
cially exposed by the 1920s, Fisher eventually sold the track to World 
War I ace Eddie Rickenbacker in 1927. 

If the Fisher years correspond with the race’s rise, the Rickenbacker 
years, which lasted until he sold the track to businessman Tony Hulman 
in 1945, were its awkward adolescence. During that time the race no 
longer was at the technological cutting edge. As a result, Ingrassia posits, 
nostalgic traditions and attitudes helped to bolster the track throughout 
the Great Depression. Shuttered between 1942 and 1945 as part of the ef-
fort to win the second world war, the Speedway and the race that it 
hosted would have to come up with new ways to appeal to postwar 
audiences. 

Enticingly, because Ingrassia ends his book in the World War II era, 
many of the important nostalgic components that came to define the 
Indianapolis 500 were not yet fully developed. Television must have 
helped the race (and the city from which it derives its name) take on 
new cultural meanings. Just as important to urban historians, in a post-
industrial era, political leaders would look to leverage Indianapolis’s 
cultural capital into a place-based “sports strategy.” The historian who 
is able to tell these tales will construct a worthy successor to Ingrassia’s 
finely researched and lovingly written volume. 


