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Coggeshall, readers are reminded of Iowa’s legacy as a leader in civil 
rights and equality. Finally, the book highlights interesting monuments, 
such as the log cabin stone of the Emslie boy, the 536 tiny stones of Baby 
Hill, and the Polk Baby Bed. 

For readers who are interested in touring Woodland Cemetery in 
person, this book serves as a welcome and valuable resource. The clear 
and simple maps make it easy to locate the graves mentioned in the text, 
and the pictures allow the reader to envision the names carved on the 
stones as living, breathing people. For those looking for a more general 
history of Des Moines, the guidebook format does have its limitations. 
Since the stories are arranged by physical location of the gravesites in-
stead of in a chronological history, readers move between decades, and 
prominent figures may be mentioned in different stories throughout the 
book; this may require some jumping back and forth to get the proper 
context. 
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Two erroneous notions shroud the rural Midwest, contributing to its 
mythical identity as an inherently white space: 1) that it was never a 
desirable destination for Black migrants during the Great Migrations, 
and 2) midwestern friendliness has been and remains inclusive. This is 
the claim of Jennifer Sduznik’s ambitious first book, which argues that 
notions of midwestern friendliness belie the “mostly hidden mecha-
nisms of white desires” (3). The Geography of Hate: The Great Migration 
Through Small-Town America situates itself spatially in the Midwest, spe-
cifically Indiana, temporally during the Great Migrations, and epistemo-
logically within Critical Whiteness Studies. In addition to dispelling 
myths about midwestern history and memory, the book makes several 
unique interventions and arguments, shaped in part by its unusual 
methods. 

The text draws from archival, geospatial, and ethnographic re-
search methods. Drawing from varied archival sources, Sduznik ex-
plores a yet unprocessed collection, The Black History Project, at the 
Indiana Historical Society. This 1987 project surveyed county historians 
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on their county’s racial history, and while most responded, many re-
sponses contained notable erasures about past Black residents. For 
Sduznik, this reveals how history and memory work to preserve white 
supremacist identity and practices. Making this apparent are the vari-
ous census records which highlight the project’s ongoing erasures. 
These erasures are echoed in the ethnographic interviews Sduznik con-
ducted with Hoosiers, which reveal how contemporary Indianians 
identify, and how these identities connect with particular memories of 
the past. 

Like other scholars of the Midwest, Sduznik sees the region as 
“quintessentially American,” but not because it embodies any excep-
tional claim to inclusive democracy. Rather, it is a “microcosm commu-
nity that struggles over questions of belonging characteristic of larger 
U.S. society” (8). These struggles over belonging and nonbelonging are 
central to the text. How people in the region reified or occasionally chal-
lenged the imagined Midwest as inherently white occurred long before 
and endured long after the Great Migrations. 

Sduznik explores how white desires in Indiana helped to create this 
imagined white Midwest. Not wanting to repeat the archival silences 
around Black Hoosiers, Sduznik starts most chapters with vignettes fea-
turing Black residents. Letters from Black populations during the Great 
Migrations are also explored. These support the argument that rural 
towns were in fact a desirable location for some migrants. GIS mapping, 
informed by Sduznik’s various sources, shows both white violence and 
exclusion, and Black resilience. For Sduznik, the hatred in Geography of 
Hate is not merely overt violence, but includes the myriad ways white 
dominance was asserted. This hatred continues as evidenced by con-
temporary interviews reaffirming Black regional erasure and the silenc-
ing of anti-Black hate. 

With its clear prose, the book is remarkably accessible. Its captivat-
ing vignettes and thoughtful analysis will no doubt be of great interest 
to curious members of the general public. Scholars of the Midwest, 
Great Migrations, memory studies, and race will similarly find the book 
interesting, although some might prefer a singular, sustained argument 
in lieu of its diverse methods and theoretical foundations. Similar cri-
tiques of James Loewen’s Sundown Towns, which Geography of Hate ref-
erences, might be levied at Sduznik’s work. Namely, the space given to 
community engagement, and the text’s inclusion of a variety of meth-
ods and claims, come at the cost of a singular major argument and deep 
support for it. 
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Nevertheless, Sduznik’s text offers incredibly valuable insights and 
models for those wanting to challenge white supremacy. Published dur-
ing a time of book bans and history education censorship, the text 
makes plain these policies’ functions. Both white violence and forget-
ting it have far-reaching consequences. Doing so “prevents reconcilia-
tion, healing, and progress” (119). It is in service of this healing and 
reconciliation that Geography of Hate offers its most valuable contribution. 
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Historian Brian M. Ingrassia’s study of the early years of the Indianap-
olis 500 is a fascinating cultural, technological, biographical, and place-
based examination of one of the most important and understudied 
spectacles in the early twentieth century. Ingrassia’s book uses the site 
of the Indianapolis 500, known as the Brickyard, as a way to study the 
“complex relationships between technology, mobility, and popular cul-
ture” (3). The result is a thoughtful examination of how the race began 
to embed itself into American popular culture. 

Ingrassia’s book contains nine chapters plus an introduction. The 
introduction usefully frames how space, speed, technology, and culture 
came together to create an event synonymous with the Indiana capital. 
The author observes that over time the speedway “became a site for 
nostalgia as much as for technological innovation” (9). 

Ingrassia’s interest and understanding of the culture of the Progres-
sive Era help to establish the strongest components of the book’s analy-
sis. When race enthusiasts constructed the stadium for the race in 1909, 
Ingrassia argues, they were able to harness the international interest in 
motorsports, an interest in good roads, and the fascination with extreme 
speed to achieve a race that was, from its start, international in its out-
look. The author particularly excels in demonstrating how the material 
that came to define the track—bricks—were tied to the neighboring 
town of Veedersburg, Indiana. These bricks, if laid properly, promised 
smoother, and safer roads than available alternatives at the time. As 
they developed more amenities for watching the race, track leaders be-
gan to recognize that the track was not a traditional public park, but 
rather “a privately controlled space primarily for making money” (58). 


