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Laura Ingalls Wilder by Teresa Lynn because Masonic Lodges played a 
big role with the Ingalls/Wilders. 

Woodland Cemetery in Des Moines: A History, by Mary Christopher and 
Mike Rowley. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2024. 190 pp. Photo-
graphs, illustrations, maps, legend, bibliography. $24.99 paperback. 

Reviewer Kate Levasseur is the archivist and tour manager at the World 
Food Prize Foundation in Des Moines. She enjoys lecturing on Iowa history 
to community groups in her free time. 

This book is an expanded guidebook-style collection of stories about the 
life and times of some of Des Moines’ historic inhabitants now at rest in 
the city’s historic Woodland Cemetery. 

Established on donated land at what was then the edge of the city, 
it was an example of the new “garden cemetery,” a departure from the 
traditional church burial grounds, which had become overcrowded and 
problematic in the longer-inhabited cities of the Eastern United States. 
These garden cemeteries would become more than just resting places 
for the dead; the living began coming for strolls and picnics and, even-
tually, to learn about those buried there. Many of the surnames in the 
book are recognizable from street signs, buildings, and businesses so 
that even those unfamiliar with Des Moines history will find them-
selves easily making connections. 

The book pays tribute to longtime cemetery historians Gerald 
LaBlanc (1930–2019) and Archie Cook, whose tours are offered through 
the City of Des Moines’ Parks and Recreation Department. 

Beyond the “Archie Cook Tour,” which serves as an interesting and 
respectable primer, are five self-guided tours. Each of these tours begins 
with a map labeled with the initials of the deceased and where their 
graves are located. These self-guided tours expand on the Cook tour, 
which runs an impressive two and a half hours, and introduce readers 
to several new people, particularly women and people of color who 
might otherwise have continued to rest in obscurity. There is a clear pas-
sion for the research and storytelling, and the inclusion of potentially 
controversial figures like Ku Klux Klan member Caleb Scott and Con-
federate veteran Colonel Edmund Goode show a desire to move be-
yond Union soldiers and Des Moines founders to tell a more nuanced 
story of Des Moines and its residents. There is also a thread of progres-
sivism winding through each tour, highlighting individuals from all dif-
ferent backgrounds who worked to make Des Moines a better place. 
Whether discussing abolitionists like Delia Webster and John Teesdale 
or early women’s suffrage leaders like Annie Savery and Mary Jane 
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Coggeshall, readers are reminded of Iowa’s legacy as a leader in civil 
rights and equality. Finally, the book highlights interesting monuments, 
such as the log cabin stone of the Emslie boy, the 536 tiny stones of Baby 
Hill, and the Polk Baby Bed. 

For readers who are interested in touring Woodland Cemetery in 
person, this book serves as a welcome and valuable resource. The clear 
and simple maps make it easy to locate the graves mentioned in the text, 
and the pictures allow the reader to envision the names carved on the 
stones as living, breathing people. For those looking for a more general 
history of Des Moines, the guidebook format does have its limitations. 
Since the stories are arranged by physical location of the gravesites in-
stead of in a chronological history, readers move between decades, and 
prominent figures may be mentioned in different stories throughout the 
book; this may require some jumping back and forth to get the proper 
context. 

The Geography of Hate: The Great Migration through Small-Town America, 
by Jennifer Sdunzik. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2023. 222 pp. 
$24.95 paperback. 

Reviewer greg wickenkamp is a doctoral student of history at the Univer-
sity of Iowa. He is currently researching the history of Iowa’s chapters of 
the American Indian Movement, the Black Panther Party, and the FBI’s ef-
forts to stop them. 

Two erroneous notions shroud the rural Midwest, contributing to its 
mythical identity as an inherently white space: 1) that it was never a 
desirable destination for Black migrants during the Great Migrations, 
and 2) midwestern friendliness has been and remains inclusive. This is 
the claim of Jennifer Sduznik’s ambitious first book, which argues that 
notions of midwestern friendliness belie the “mostly hidden mecha-
nisms of white desires” (3). The Geography of Hate: The Great Migration 
Through Small-Town America situates itself spatially in the Midwest, spe-
cifically Indiana, temporally during the Great Migrations, and epistemo-
logically within Critical Whiteness Studies. In addition to dispelling 
myths about midwestern history and memory, the book makes several 
unique interventions and arguments, shaped in part by its unusual 
methods. 

The text draws from archival, geospatial, and ethnographic re-
search methods. Drawing from varied archival sources, Sduznik ex-
plores a yet unprocessed collection, The Black History Project, at the 
Indiana Historical Society. This 1987 project surveyed county historians 


