Artist’s Statement

How do we MEND our communities?
What is the role of grief in mending and repair?
How can art be a catalyst for social repair and building community?

These questions drive my ongoing social practice work, The
Collective Mending Sessions (CMS), a series of workshops cen-
tered on collaboratively mending abandoned quilts. Since 2018,
over 250 participants (mostly women) at more than 30 work-
shops have repaired eight quilts together. These sessions resem-
ble a quilting bee. They cultivate care for cloth and community
through mending together and discussions centered around the
value of repair.

This cover image, Mended I, shows a detail of CMS’s first
quilt, which was repaired using a technique called darning.
Darning is an ages-old sewing technique for repairing holes or
worn areas in fabric or knitting using needle and thread alone.
My project, The Collective Mending Sessions, finds history-span-
ning inspiration from the Boro textiles of ancient Japan to the
sewing bees in early colonial America. Stitchers from The Lamoni
Mite Society, the oldest continuously running quilting group in
Iowa, located in Lamoni, added their expert marks to the fifth
quilt of the project. CMS is grounded in Iowa communities and
draws upon quilting and women's histories in the state.

With its roots in this rich lineage, The Collective Mending Ses-
sion’s present focus on social repair is urgent and timely. This pro-
ject creates new forms of communal making and collective
memory because it amplifies the voices and knowledge of care-
givers—a traditionally overlooked care-based ethic of work.
Mending as knowledge-sharing informs CMS’s archival ap-
proach: cyclical, repetitive labor which disperses authorship
among many hands. Ultimately, it reframes the value of care and
connection to our neighbors and to our possessions.



We tend to our families and communities by providing com-
fort and care through consistent and repetitive actions. Through
fiber art, sculpture, and socially engaged projects with aban-
doned textiles, I draw parallels between mending and stitching,
and the repetitive nature of domestic and community care. I give
voice and hold space for stories of repair, loss, and kinship.

— Catherine Reinhart
Mended I, 2018-20, Fiber and Social Practice
www.collectivemendingsessions.com
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