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is not Crazy Horse’s grave, but the temporary burial scaffold con-
structed for the Lakota leader; a membership application verifying Klan
activities in the state during the 1920s. Not merely of statewide signifi-
cance, the featured items from History Nebraska’s collections lend raw
evidence to broader midwestern studies of Indigenous culture, home-
steading and land settlement, westward emigration, and the Black and
immigrant experience. Whether a casual browser or scholar, those pe-
rusing Bristow’s book will hopefully not miss the important underlying
message: original manifestations of history, and those organizations that
collect and preserve them, have much to teach us.
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Throughout Abraham Lincoln’s political career, the precise definition of
American citizenship was up for debate. Historians often analyze Lin-
coln’s views on citizenship within distinct categories related to immi-
grants, white women, Black men, or former rebels. In Lincoln and
Citizenship, law professor and historian Mark Steiner utilizes a compar-
ative methodology to demonstrate how Lincoln’s views on citizenship
changed over time in response to changes in the political climate, mili-
tary necessity, and his own increasing familiarity with African Ameri-
cans. This approach has yielded an accessible volume that will be
appreciated by anyone interested in Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln and Citi-
zenship also contains valuable insights for readers interested in race and
rights in antebellum and Civil War America.

Steiner analyzes Lincoln’s statements on citizenship for immigrants,
white women, and Black men from 1836 to 1865. Connecting Abraham
Lincoln’s views on citizenship to the contemporary legal and political
culture, Steiner argues that Lincoln was a political pragmatist who
wanted to integrate both European immigrants and nativist Know-
Nothing voters into the Republican Party. Steiner also demonstrates
that the actions of Black people were largely responsible for Lincoln’s
changing attitude towards Black citizenship. Black people’s continual
lack of enthusiasm for colonization eventually prompted Lincoln to
abandon that idea. In the last months of Lincoln’s life, influenced by his
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interaction with educated Black people and in reaction to their merito-
rious military service, Lincoln began to entertain the idea of extending
the franchise and citizenship to Black men.

Steiner’s analysis is deeply rooted in primary sources, and these
sources are more accessible than ever before. Digitization allows research-
ers access to primary source materials that were formerly available only
to scholars. Laudably, Lincoln and Citizenship quotes Lincoln extensively.
Readers come away from this book confident in the knowledge that they
have read a fair sample of Lincoln’s own words regarding citizenship.

While Steiner provides a deeper analysis of certain themes than
other Lincoln biographers have, his conclusions demonstrate that his-
torians have not yet definitively answered every question about Abra-
ham Lincoln. Steiner devotes an entire chapter to Lincoln’s puzzling
1836 statement in which he supported extending the franchise to all
white people who paid taxes or served in the military, “by no means
excluding females” (8). This statement has consistently befuddled Lin-
coln’s biographers, who have characterized it as everything from a joke
to a declaration of feminist principles. Steiner concludes that Lincoln
was “out of step” when he made the comment but provides only
guesses as to why he said it at all. Even with access to a wide selection
of source material, Abraham Lincoln remains elusive in some ways. In
the end, Steiner agrees with the judgment of W.E.B. DuBois; Lincoln
was “big enough to be inconsistent” (126).
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In this contribution to the Concise Lincoln Library series, Michael S.
Green’s Lincoln and Native Americans seeks to shed light on Abraham
Lincoln’s experiences with and racial attitudes towards Native Ameri-
cans, both before and during his presidency. Lincoln’s thoughts on Na-
tive Americans and the foundation for his political policies toward them
are difficult to ascertain because, unlike his writings about African
Americans and the institution of slavery, his musings on Native Amer-
icans are few and far between. However, Green makes good use of what
is available to assemble a compelling narrative centered on the creation
of Lincoln’s belief system regarding Native Americans over the course





