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can plant cover crops whose root systems help feed the “soil food web”
that sustains the organic vitality of soil. Cover crops reduce erosion by
protecting against the impact of raindrops on soil while increasing soil
porosity and rainfall infiltration through their underground roots.

Woida’s book is a concise and readable guide to soil conservation
in Iowa. She writes with the care of an expert who enjoys guiding a nov-
ice through the intricacies of soil science applied to our Iowa environ-
mental challenges. And just in case the reader gets lost, Woida provides
a very useful glossary so that readers don’t have to flip pages to refresh
their memories. Overall, this book stands well with Cornelia Mutel’s The
Emerald Horizon: The History of Nature in lowa (2008). Together, these books
provide readers, regardless of whether they have a background in biol-
ogy or soil science, with a basic understanding of the science behind
Iowa’s environmental challenges as well as their solutions.

Nebraska History Moments: Stories and Photos from the Collections of History
Nebraska, by David L. Bristow. Lincoln, NE: History Nebraska, 2021. ix,
132 pp. lllustrations, photo credits. $14.95 paperback.

Reviewer Becki Plunkett is special collections archivist at the State Histori-
cal Society of Iowa, Des Moines.

As publications editor for History Nebraska (formerly the Nebraska State
Historical Society), David L. Bristow is well-acquainted with the cul-
tural collections managed by that organization and their power to con-
vey the state’s heritage. For this book, he selected artifacts and archival
material from that agency’s holdings to present 120 stories from the
past. In one-page vignettes, an image of the item is paired with com-
mentary examining some aspect of Nebraska’s recorded history that it
encapsulates. Moments revealed can be personal—a farm woman with
a washer powered by the REA—or, of larger scale—the first session of
the state’s unique unicameral legislature. Bristow avoids chronological
or thematic arrangement of the stories, allowing his audience to curate
their own experience as they meander through time and topic. The au-
thor’s stated mission to entice readers into deeper investigations of His-
tory Nebraska’s collections is supported by end credits providing agency
collection identifiers for each item examined.

Original documents, photos, and artifacts are often used to illus-
trate the narratives of historical publications. In this book, the narrative
itself derives directly from the primary sources: an 1819 painting so vis-
ually accurate it was used to locate archaeological remnants of the Ste-
phen Long Expedition; an 1877 photograph whose details reveal what
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is not Crazy Horse’s grave, but the temporary burial scaffold con-
structed for the Lakota leader; a membership application verifying Klan
activities in the state during the 1920s. Not merely of statewide signifi-
cance, the featured items from History Nebraska’s collections lend raw
evidence to broader midwestern studies of Indigenous culture, home-
steading and land settlement, westward emigration, and the Black and
immigrant experience. Whether a casual browser or scholar, those pe-
rusing Bristow’s book will hopefully not miss the important underlying
message: original manifestations of history, and those organizations that
collect and preserve them, have much to teach us.

Lincoln and Citizenship, by Mark E. Steiner. Concise Lincoln Library Se-
ries. Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 2021. 177 pp. II-
lustrations, notes, index. $24.95 hardcover.

Reviewer Kelley Boston Clausing is a doctoral student in history at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln. She formerly served as an assistant editor at
the Papers of Abraham Lincoln.

Throughout Abraham Lincoln’s political career, the precise definition of
American citizenship was up for debate. Historians often analyze Lin-
coln’s views on citizenship within distinct categories related to immi-
grants, white women, Black men, or former rebels. In Lincoln and
Citizenship, law professor and historian Mark Steiner utilizes a compar-
ative methodology to demonstrate how Lincoln’s views on citizenship
changed over time in response to changes in the political climate, mili-
tary necessity, and his own increasing familiarity with African Ameri-
cans. This approach has yielded an accessible volume that will be
appreciated by anyone interested in Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln and Citi-
zenship also contains valuable insights for readers interested in race and
rights in antebellum and Civil War America.

Steiner analyzes Lincoln’s statements on citizenship for immigrants,
white women, and Black men from 1836 to 1865. Connecting Abraham
Lincoln’s views on citizenship to the contemporary legal and political
culture, Steiner argues that Lincoln was a political pragmatist who
wanted to integrate both European immigrants and nativist Know-
Nothing voters into the Republican Party. Steiner also demonstrates
that the actions of Black people were largely responsible for Lincoln’s
changing attitude towards Black citizenship. Black people’s continual
lack of enthusiasm for colonization eventually prompted Lincoln to
abandon that idea. In the last months of Lincoln’s life, influenced by his





