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ANNALS OF IOWA

PETER O'DOWD was born at Crosser-Lough, County Covan, Ireland,
In May, 1846; he died at Independence, Iowa, April 26, 1912. He
was educated at Ail Hallows College, Dublin, Ireiand, and ordained
there, June 24, 1869. He Immediateiy emigrated to Dubuque, Iowa,
and for a time was stationed at St. Raphael's Cathedral. He was
later assigned by Archbishop Hennessey to various missions in the
counties of Hardin, Grundy, Hamilton and Black Hawk, embracing
some twenty missions and stations in his work. He was given
charge of St. John's Parish at Independence in 1881 and there
continued his successful and efficient service the remainder of his
life. A visual evidence of his remarkable zeal is the stately new
church of St. John's reared at a cost of some $30,000.
MARSHALL HOMER BBINTON was born in Alleghany county, Penn-

sylvania, September 26,1856; he died at Ellsworth, Hamilton county,
Iowa, June 6, 1912. He graduated from Jefferson College with the
degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1879. He removed to Hamilton county
in 1884 and soon entered very extensively into the business of stock
raising and banking. He became the president of the Anierican Life
Insurance Company of Des Moines. He was elected in 1893 as a
representative of the sixty-third Iowa district in the Twenty-fifth
General Assembly, and was re-elected and served the second term.
He was chairman of the committee on Banks and Banking during
his first session and of the committee on Fourth Division during
his second. He served during both his first and second sessions
on the committees on Ways and Means and Roads and Highways.
He was a very strong and positive factor in educational and religious movements, his infiuence being felt far beyond the immediate
region of his home.
GEOBGE M. GILOHRIST was born in Franklin, Johnson county, Indiana, April 15, 1839; he died at Vinton, Iowa, May 29, 1912. After
a common school attendance he entered Hanover College, where he
was pursuing his studies as a junior when he responded to the
call for volunteers and joined the Third Indiana Volunteer Cavalry,
Co. E, in June, 1861. He served valiantly until honorably discharged in February, 1865. He rose from a private to be Captain
of his company. The parents of Judge Gilchrist had removed to
Benton county, Iowa, in 1S56, and on receiving his discharge he
returned to Iowa and began the study of law with the late Judge
John Shane as his tutor, and after assiduous application was admitted to the bar in 1877. He was soon after made county judge and
at tiie abolition of the office became county auditor and discharged
the duties of this office until January, 1870. He served as city
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attorney of Vinton for several terms. When Judge L. G. Klnne
resigned from the District Bench of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Judge Gilchrist was appointed by Governor Larrabee to the
position and served with marked success. At the expiration of the
term he retired to the practice and remained active until 1907.
DR. SEAMAN ARTHUR KNAPP was born in Essex county. New York.
December 16, 1833; he died at Washington, D. C, on April 1, 1911.
HE was educated at Troy Conference Academy, Poultney, Vermont,
and at Union College, Schenectady, New York, from which he graduated in 1856. The next year he became a teacher of mathematics
and Greek in the Collegiate Institute at Fort Edward, New York,
and in 1860 became interested in its management. In 1863 he
purchased the academy at Poultney, renamed it Poultney Female
College, and for two years successfully conducted it. He then suf-,
fered a reverse of health, closed out his interest in New York and
removed to Iowa to a farm he purchased near Vinton in Benton
counity. He served as pastor of the First Methodist Church in
Vinton for two years and as superintendent of the Iowa School for
the Blind for six years. He again retired to his farm and also engaged in agricultural writing. In the spring of 1880 Dr. Knapp began
his work on the faculty of the State Agricultural College at Ames,
and was in charge of the Department of Agriculture. In 1883 he
served as president. In 1885 he established some demonstration
fsrms on lands in southwestern Louisiana in which he was interested, and thereby became interested in the increase of agricultural
products then in cultivation and in the adaptation to the South ot
plants and products not receiving attention there. In 1898 the
Department of Agriculture sent him to the Orient to examine
agricultural resources and he brought therefrom several new varieties of products, and for their introduction he established farms.
In 1901 he was again sent to Japan, China and India, and upon
returning he organized in southern' States and among the farmers
a system of co-operation for the demonstration of methods of cul-ture of the grains he introduced, and for all moderm agricultural
products- and processes. For the carrying out of these policies he
Induced the general Government to appropriate $350,000, and the
General Educational Board and other private persons to donate the
further sum of $213,000. Dr. Knapp's remains were returned to
Ames and after a funeral service in the Assembly room of the Agricultural Hall of the College were interred in the college cemetery.

H. FAIRAIX was born in Alieghany county, Maryland,
January 23, 1860; he died at Iowa City, Iowa, February 2, 1912.
He was graduated in August, 1861, from Jefiferson College, Connors-

