They drum no more—
Those splendid, springtime pickets !
The sweep of share and sickle has thrust them from the hills.
They have scattered from the meadow
Like the partridge in the thickets;
They have perished from the sportsman, who kills, and kills, and kills !

—Hamlin Garland.

. PRAIRIE CHICKENS.
This engraving is copied by the kind permission of Francis P. Harper, publisher,
New York, from Prof. D. G. Elliot’s “The Gallinaceous Game
Birds of North America.”
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A PIONEER. BISHOP.

Our first article in this number is an account of the ro-
‘mantic and useful life of Rt. Rev. Mathias Loras, the pioneer
Catholic Bishop of Dubuque, from the pen of Rev.-B. C.
“Lenehan, of Boone. Father Lenehan was himself acquainted
with the Bishop from his early years, and was in fact one of
his acolytes or altar-boys. No one could have known him
‘more intimately. At the time the reverend missionary set-
tled in Dubuque there were not less than 30,000 Indians in
‘his broad diocese, which included the territories of Wiscon-
sin, Jowa and Minnesota, and portions of Illinois. He laid
the foundations of the Roman Catholi¢c Church as it exists to-
day in these portions of the Middle West, building churches
and establishing schools wherever the growth of the country
indicated a necessity for them. The first Sisters of Charity
came to Towa through his influence, as well as the Visitation
Nuns and the Trappist Monks of New Melleray, Dubuque
county. When he first removed to Iowa much of the preach-
ing by the Catholic missionary priests was in the French
language, which, however, soon fell into disuse. That he
was a good and useful man, and enjoyed the highest mea-
sure of confidence of the pioneers of Iowa, are facts well un-.
derstood by all whose recollections go back to his times.
Father Lenehan’s tribute is a valuable contribution to Iowa
history and will also be appreciated as very interesting read-
1ing. : : :
We have hoped to present in these pages some adequate
and appreciative sketch of each of the representative mission-
aries of the churches in early Iowa, and have already publish-
. ed such articles relating to Rev. Samuel Clark, the pioneer
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AN EARLY IOWA. RHILANTHROPIST
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