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T2 ' ANNA:;LS OF TOWA.
“moving accidents by ﬁoq“‘d and field” in which they bore a
~ part. THE ANNAIS 2 few, months ago published a thrilling

account of the battle of -Champion’s Hill, as it was seen by
Hon. S. H. M. Byers, w'h;(S was in the thickest of the fight;
and now we have a like account of the battle of Pleasant
‘Hill, Louisiana, by Mr. A. J. Barkley, of Boone. He was a
private in Co. D, 32d I‘bwa Infantry, and was desperately
wounded and made a prisoner. What he saw he describes

-with graphic pen. \V]ﬁle there are official reports of regi-
mental, brigade and di\j{,ision commanders, we doubt whether
in all that has been heretofore published any account gives
such vivid pictures of timt stubborn fight.  The memorable
cavalry charge which was S0 completely wiped out, is men-
-tioned in the reports jof both the Union and Confederate
officers, though they d‘:iffer in some of the details. Col. Wil-
liam T. Shaw said in his official report of the Confederates
in that charge—‘not a single man escaped.” Col. James I.
Gilbert of the 27th Tnfantry wrote:  “Our men remained
quiet until they had approached to within short mnge; when
a full volley was fired into the rebel ranks. The effect was
telling. Riders reeled and fell senseless. Horses were struck
dead as if a bolt from heaven had riven the very air. The
scene was an appalling one. Scarcely a man who made that
charge but met death on the spot.”  Brig. Gen. H. P. Bee,
- who commanded the 1st division of Green’s (confederate)
cavalry corps, said in his report: “The command was liter-
ally swept away b}ur a cross-fire at close range from an enemy
concealed behind ia string of fence. # % ¥ [The fire was
as unexpected as ﬁisastrous.” . This was one of the events
of that bloody day described by Mr. Barkley. Col. Shaw
posted himself in front of his command in oxder to restrain
his men from firing until the cavalry was almost upon them.
In fact, so close f‘were the confederates that the rebel leader,
Col. A. Buchel, ;fell mortally, wounded at Col. Shaw’s feet.
But how Mr. Barkley fought, was wounded, captured, and
finally released,‘;}‘is admirably set forth in his article.
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