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BLACKS AND MULATTOES.

AN ACT TO EEGULATE BLACKS AND MULATTOES.

From "The Statute Laws ot the Territory of Iowa, enacted at the flrst
session ot the Legislative Assembly of said Territory, held at Burlington
A. D. 1838-9. Published by authority. Du Buque:' Russell & Reeves,
Printers. 1839."

SECTION 1. Be ii enacted ly the Council and House of
Representatives of the TerrHory of Iowa, That, from and after
the first day of April next, no black or mulatto person shall be
permitted to settle or reside in this Territory, unless he or she
shall produce a fair certificate, from some court within the
United States, of his or her actual freedom, which certificate
shall be attested by the clerk of said court, and the seal
thereof annexed thereto by the said court, and give bond,
with good and sufficient security, to be approved of by the
board of county commissioners of the proper county in which
such person of color may reside, payable to the United
States, in the penal sum of five hundred dollars, conditioned
that such person shall not at any time become a charge to
the said county in which the said bond shall be given, nor to
any other county in this Territory, as also for such person's
good behavior, which bond shall be filed in the clerk's office
of the county where the same may be taken. And a convic-
tion of such uegro or mulatto, of any crime or misdemeanor
against the penal laws of this Territory, shall amount to a
forfeiture of the condition of such bond.

SEC. 2. If any negro or mulatto, coming into this Terri-
tory as aforesaid, shall fail to comply with the provisions of
the first section of this act, it shall be and is hereby made
the duty of the county commissioners, in any coimty where
such negro or mulatto may be found, to summon him, her,
or them, to appear before some justice of the peace to show
cause why he, she, or they shall not comply with the pro-
visions of this act; which summons shall be issued by a jus-
tice of the peace, on the application of any county commis-
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sioner in this Territory, and shall be .executed by the proper
constable. And if such negro ¡or mulatto shall still fail
to give the bond and security required by the first section of
this act, after being brought before such justice as aforesaid,
it shall be the duty of the county commissioners of such
county to hire out such negro or mulatto, for six months, for
the best price in cash that can be [had. The proceeds aris-
ing from such hiring shall be paid into the county treasury
of the proper county, for the use of such negro or mulatto,
in such manner as shall be directed by the board of county
commissioners aforesaid. I;

SEC. 3. Any sheriff or jailer, who shall hereafter com-
mit, or suffer to be committed, to prison, any negro or mu-
latto, without a lawful mittimus, or being otherwise author-
ized by law for that ¡purpose, or under the ¡provisions of this
act, such person or persons, so offending, shall pay a fine of
not less than fifty, nor more than one hundred dollars.

SEC. 4. Should any person or persons knowingly engage,
or hire, or harbor, such negro or niulatto, hereafter coming,
or being brought into this Territory, without such colored
person first complying with the provisions of this act, such
person or persons, so offending shall pay a fine of not less
than five, nor more than one hundred dollars, to be recov-
ered by presentment or indictment.

SEC. 5. That the right of any person or persons to pass
through this Territory with his, her, or their negroes or mu-
lattoes, servant or servants, when emigrating or traveling to
anv other state, or territory, or country, or on a visit, is
hereby declared and secured.

SEC. 6. That in case any person or persons, his or their
agent or agents, claiming any black or mulatto person that
now is or hereafter may be in this Territory, shall apply to
any judge of the district court, or justice of the peace, and
shall make satisfactory proof that such black or mulatto
person or persons is or are the property of him or her who
applies, or for whom application is made, the said judge or
justice is hereby empowered and required, by his precept, to
direct the sheriff or constable to arrest such black or mulatto
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person or persons, and deliver the same to the claimant or
claimants, his or their agent or agents, for which service the
•sheriff or constable shall receive such compensation as they
are entitled to receive in other cases for similar services.

SEC. 7. That it shall be the duty of the district attorneys
of the respective counties, to prosecute all violations of this
act, when thereunto required, and they shall be entitled to
the same compensation in.the manner provided for in other
cases of offense against the Laws of this Territory.

Approved, January 21, 1839.

OUR READERS will remember the accounts which reached
us a few months ago of the destruction of the crops in Stern
county, Minnesota, by the myriads of grasshoppers which
infested that locality. So entirely have these destroying
visitors accomplished their work of devastation that the in-
habitants of St. Jacobs, and the adjacent settlements in that
district, have been left without that which will keep soul
and body together throughout the near approaching winter.
With want staring them in the face, the inhabitants of that
district have appointed certain men of their numbers to call
upon the States bordering on the Territory for assistance.
Let them not ask in vain of us who have been more bounti-
fully supplied by an overruling Providence.—Dubuque Ex-
press and Herald, October 8, 1857.

Two PARTIES of sportsmen, four on a side, went out shoot-
ing prairie chickens in Delaware county last week. They
retui'ned at six o'clock in the evening, when one party was
found to have shot 144 and the other 205. This is called
good shooting. It is much to be feared, however, that the
game law will not preserve the feathered tribes from annihila-
tion at the rate at which they have been destroyed this
season.—Dubuque Express and Herald, Sept. 1, 1858.




