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In This Issue

MICHAEL S. HEVEL, a doctoral candidate in the higher education
program at the University of lowa, describes the role of literary societies at
Cornell College, the State University of Iowa, and the Iowa State Normal
School in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. He argues that
those societies provided opportunities for students to display publicly, in a
variety of changing formats over the years, their higher learning. Through
their programs, society members demonstrated their educational gains,
improved their speaking abilities, and practiced the cultural arts. In
addition, society members were instrumental in creating features of
campus life that endure to the present.

BREANNE ROBERTSON analyzes Lowell Houser’s entry in the compe-
tition to create a mural for the Ames Post Office in 1935. She argues that
his choice of Mayan subject matter, drawing on a contemporary fascination
with Mexican culture in both subject and style, distinguished his work
among a strong pool of applicants in the competition, and the execution of
his mural sketch, which adhered to traditional notions of history painting,
demonstrated a technical and thematic expertise that fulfilled the lofty aims
of the selection committee and ultimately won for him the competition.

Front Cover

Members of the Orio Literary Society at lowa State Normal School staged
a dramatic production of Louis” Last Moments with His Family in 1897. For
more on literary societies at Cornell College, the State University of Iowa,
and the Iowa State Normal School, see Michael Hevel’s article in this issue.
Photo from University Archives, University of Northern Iowa.
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CARL]. EKBERG, Stealing Indian Women: Native Slavery in the Illinois Country, by
Catherine J. Denial

JOHN HAUSDOERFFER, Catlin’s Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the Ethics of
Nature, by Kate Elliott

AXELS. LORENZSONN, Steam and Cinders: The Advent of Railroads in Wisconsin,
1831-1861, by Don L. Hofsommer
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on Minnesota History, by Marvin Bergman
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Homestead, Iowa, by Jonathan G. Andelson

ISABEL GARLAND LORD, A Summer to Be: A Memoir by the Daughter of Hamlin
Garland, by Marcia Noe

PAUL MICHEL TAILLON, Good, Reliable, White Men: Railroad Brotherhoods, 1877—
1917, by John Williams-Searle

DONALD W. ROGERS, Making Capitalism Safe: Work Safety and Health Regulation in
America, 1880-1940, by James D. Schmidt

LisA G. MATERSON, For the Freedom of Her Race: Black Women and Electoral Politics
in Illinois, 1877-1932, by Virginia R. Boynton

JAMESJ. REISDORFF, The Main Who Wrecked 146 Locomotives: The Story of “Head-
On Joe” Connolly, by Chris Rasmussen

JERRY APPs, Horse-Drawn Days: A Century of Farming with Horses, by Pamela
Riney-Kehrberg

JERRY APPs, Barns of Wisconsin, by James R. Shortridge

CATHY MORAN HAJO, Birth Control on Main Street: Organizing Clinics in the United
States, 19161939, by Rose Holz

HEATHER FRYER, Perimeters of Democracy: Inverse Utopias and the Wartime Social
Landscape in the American West, by Roger W. Lotchin

STEVEN J. TAYLOR, Acts of Conscience: World War II, Mental Institutions, and
Religious Objectors, by Kimberly D. Schmidt

RICHARD SNAVELY AND STEVE WENDL, Anamosa Penitentiary, by L. Mara Dodge





