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of that county and the high school at Mt. Pleasant. He ran away
from the high school to join the army and remained in the South
six months. He afterward spent a year in school in New York and
a year in Knox College, Galesburg, Illinois. He began teaching at
nineteen years of age, and five years later was elected county super-
intendent of schools. He studied law with Judge D. N. Sprague of
Wapello, was admitted to the bar in April, 1871, and formed a
partnersh'ip'with Judge Sprague which lasted for some years. In
1885 he was elected representative from ILouisa county and served
through the Twenty-first and Twenty-second General Assemblies.
He devoted himself to revising the judiciary.system of the State
and perfecting the grand jury law. He was one of the managers
of the impeachment trial of John L. Brown, auditor of state. He
took active interest in legislation affecting the blind people of the
State, and was appointed by Governor Larrabee a member of a
commission to visit institutions for the blind in the United States
and Canada.

SyrtH McPHERSON was born in Morgan county, Indiana, Feb-
ruary 14, 1848; he died at Red Oak, Iowa, January 17, 1915. He
worked on his father’s farm and attended the district school and
ithe academy at Mooresville until 1869, when he removed to Iowa
and entered the law department of the State University of Iowa,
graduating therefrom the following year. He immediately began
the practice of law at Red Oak and continued therein until 1899,
except when filling public office. From 1874 to 1880 he was district
attorney of the Third Jowa Judicial District. From 1881 to 1885
he served as attorney general of the state. For some years he was
general attorney for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway.
He was elected representative in the Fifty-Sixth Congress, but
after a year’s service, resigned to accept the appointment of United
States-District Judge for the Southern District of Towa, and served
in that capacity until his death. Judge McPherson was a stand-pat
Republican, an active politician and a staunch advocate of measures
for the best interests of his party and of the community. He held
many terms of court at Kansas City and St. Louis in the Missouri
Distriet, and presided frequently in the federal courts of Kansas.

VINNIE REAM Hoxie was born in Madison, Wisconsin, Sep-
tember 25, 1847; she died at Washington, D. C., November 20, 1914,
She removed when a child with her parents to Washington, D. C.,
and several years later to Missouri, where she attended Christian
College. During the 'Civil war the family again removed to
‘Washington and Miss Ream for some time filled a clerkship in the
Postoffice Department. She took up the study of art and when
still a young girl made sketches of President Lincoln for a statue.
Before-her clay model was executed the President was assassinated.




Copyright of Annals of Towa is the property of State of Towa, by & through the State Historical
Society of Towa and its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a

listserv without the copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print,
download, or email articles for individual use.



