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Telegraph, and had just secured the consolidation of the Herald with
his papers (See AnxaLs oF Iowa, Vol. V, page 394). Louis was asked
to accept his father’s vacant chair as editor of the Telegraph-Herald,
accepted it and for ten years ably filled the position. Soon after Presi-
dent Wilson’s inauguration Mr. Murphy was made collector of internal
revenue for Iowa. He became a recognized authority on tax subjects,
and in 1920 resigned and for several years was engaged in the profes-
sion of tax counselor. He retired from regular business in 1928 and
took a well deserved rest. Never possessed of great physical vigor, his
activity and ambition pushed him near the limit too often, so rest was
needed. He then also took time for more reading and study of public
questions. He espoused the cause of the repeal of the Righteenth
Amendment, as well as farm relief. He became such a leader of thought
that in 1932 in a field of five contestants he won the Democratic nomi-
nation for United States senator, and won the election in the following
November, defeating Henry Field, the Republican nominee. In the
Senate he was an ardent supporter of New Deal policies. He had fine
personal qualities and easily won friendships. He was at the threshold
of large leadership when the untoward accident snapped the thread of
life.

Witriaxm Perry WortaaN was born in Deer Creek Township, Mills
County, Iowa, June 4, 1867, and died in an Omaha hospital July 11,
1936, following an automobile accident near Plattsmouth, Nebraska, His
parents were Benjamin F. and Philena Clark Wortman. In his youth
he attended public school in Mills County, and in southeastern Nebraska
where the family lived a few years. In 1893 he was graduated from
Highland Park College, Des Moines, and for the next seven years
taught school. In 1900 while serving as superintendent of schools in
Emerson he purchased the Malvern Leader, removed to Malvern and
was the paper’s editor and publisher until his death. Under his hand
it became one of the outstanding newspapers in the state published in
towns of less than 1,500 people. Mr. Wortman was a member of the
Iowa Press Association from its organization in 1915, and was its
president in 1918, and at the time of his death was chairman of the
Past Presidents’ Association which was composed of twenty members.
In 1934 he was named a master editor of the Association. He served
as a member of the Malvern Board of Education for several years. At
his death he was a member of the Board of Trustees of Simpson Col-
lege. He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, was a
trustee of his local church, and was Sunday school superintendent, and
Sunday school teacher many years. He was a lay delegate to the Quad-
rennial Conference of the church in 1924, 1932, and 1936. In 1936 he
became a member of the Board of Education of the Methodist church
and shortly before his death attended a meeting of that distinguished
body of educators in Chicago. At the primary in June he was nomi-
nated by the Republicans of the Mills-Montgomery district .as their
candidate for state senator. Educator, editor, and Christian citizen.
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