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In This Issue

KATE HOEY and JOY SMITH analyze the context and consequences of
an important legal case decided by the Iowa Supreme Court in 1956, Acuff
v. Schmit. The case established a wife’s right to claim loss of consortium.
The authors show, however, that although the decision did extend mar-
ried women’s legal rights, it rested on a traditional cultural commitment
to marriage and did not represent a fundamental change in the courts’
view of the hierarchical relationship between husbands and wives.

ANNA L. BOSTWICK FLAMING describes the programs of The Door
Opener, a center for displaced homemakers in Mason City. She shows, in
particular, that, in a place and time marked by skepticism of both feminism
and state-run antipoverty programs, The Door Opener’s success depended
on a strategic use of government funds and feminist critiques to better the
lives of former homemakers in Iowa.

MARVIN BERGMAN reviews two new books about the Midwest by
Robert Wuthnow, one about the fate of midwestern communities since the
1950s, the other about religion and politics in the region.

Front Cover

Two women, perhaps Shirley Sandage and Margaret Garrity, co-founders
of The Door Opener, meet inside the center’s front window. For more on
The Door Opener and its role in providing resources for displaced home-
makers in Mason City and surrounding communities, see Anna L. Bostwick
Flaming's article in this issue. Photo from Shirley M. Sandage Papers, lowa
Women's Archives, University of lowa Libraries, lowa City. (Image re-
versed to show lettering in word order.)
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GuY GIBBON, Archaeology of Minnesota: The Prehistory of the Upper Mississippi
River Region, by Matthew Donovan

THERESA M. SCHENCK, ED., The Ojibwe Journals of Edmund F. Ely, 1833-1849, by
Bonnie Sue Lewis

ORM DVERLAND, ED., From America to Norway: Norwegian-American Immigrant
Letters, 1838-1914, vol. 1, 1838-1870, by L. DeAne Lagerquist

ANNE M. BUTLER, Across God'’s Frontiers: Catholic Sisters in the American West,
1850-1920, by Timothy Walch

JOHN STAUFFER AND ZOE TRODD, EDS., The Tribunal: Responses to John Brown and
the Harpers Ferry Raid, by Galin Berrier

BRIAN CRAIG MILLER, ED., A Punishment on the Nation: An lowa Soldier Endures
the Civil War, by Donald C. Elder III

JAMES E. POTTER, Standing Firmly by the Flag: Nebraska Territory and the Civil War,
1861-1867, by Kurt Hackemer

ELIZABETH D. LEONARD, Lincoln’s Forgotten Ally: Judge Advocate General Joseph
Holt of Kentucky, by Christopher Michael Curtis

ETHEL BARKER, For the Love of Pete: An Orphan Train Story, by Millie K. Frese
NANCY PLAIN, Light on the Prairie: Solomon D. Butcher, Photographer of Nebraska’s
Pioneer Days, by Kate Elliott

JOHN M. BURKE, Buffalo Bill from Prairie to Palace

WILLIAM F. CoDpy, The Life of Hon. William F. Cody, Known as Buffalo Bill
WILLIAM F. CoDY, The Wild West in England

by J. Thomas Murphy

PAMELA H. SIMPSON, Corn Palaces and Butter Queens: A History of Crop Art and
Dairy Sculpture, by Chris Rasmussen

MICHAEL A. REMBIS, Defining Deviance: Sex, Science, and Delinquent Girls, 1890~
1960, by Joan Gittens

JOHN A. JAKLE AND KEITH A. SCULLE, Picturing Illinois: Twentieth-Century
Postcard Art from Chicago to Cairo, by Jane Simonsen

CHARLES M. WILTSE, Prosperity Far Distant: The Journal of an American Farmer,
1933-1934, by Pamela Riney-Kehrberg

R. DouGLAs HURT, The Big Empty: The Great Plains in the Twentieth Century,
by Amahia Mallea

INGEBORG HYDLE BAUGH ET AL., Gudrun’s Kitchen: Recipes from a Norwegian
Family, by Jill Nussel

STEVE GLISCHINSKI, Minnesota Railroads: A Photographic History, 1940-2012,
by Kevin Byrne

ZACHARY MICHAEL JACK, The Midwest Farmer’s Daughter: In Search of an
American Icon, by Jenny Barker Devine

J. CELESTE LAY, A Midwestern Mosaic: Immigration and Political Socialization
in Rural America, by Mariana Medina





